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THE RESOURCES AGENCY OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
STREAM SURVEY

Fileform No Date; January 6, 1971

NAME: West Branch Russian Gulch COUNTY: Sonoma

STREAM SECTION: FROM:__mouth  To:  Upper fish limit LENGTH:_15mi. .
TRIBUTARY TO: Russian Gulch TwpP.__ 7N R, 12W SEc. 2
OTHER NAMES: Not Known RIVERSYSTEM :___ Russian Gulch

SOURCES OF DATA ; Persona observation of C.W. Parke & R.R. Klamt on June 30, 1970.

EXTENT OF OBSERVATI ON - West Branch Russian Gulch on foot
SNt g, fromnouth to upper fish linmt 1.5 miles upstream
o 10 OTHER WATERS LOCATI ON — The West Branch of Russian Gulch flows into
GENERAL DESCRIPTION Russian Gulch .6 niles upstreamfrom where California
I ua Drainage Basin Hi ghway 1 crosses Russian Qul ch.
Altitude (Range) RELATI ON TO OTHER WATERS — The West Branch of Russian Gulch
width flows into Russian Gulch .6 miles upstream from where
E.?;'}Range) California Highway 1 crosses Russian Gulch. Russian Gulch
Velacity flows into the Pacific Ccean .3 niles downstream from where
Spawning Areas California H ghway 1 crosses Russian Gul ch.
Do GENERAL DESCRI PTI ON -
g?vr:g;ﬁs WAt ershed and | medi ate Drai nage Basin — Exists as a bow -
Temperatures shaped tapering to a V-shaped canyon forested with redwood,
mdaﬂcplams al der, and maple, and very well shaded.
inter Conditions Altitude — At nouth, 50 ft. At upper fish linmt, 350 ft.
eI T AND SUCCESS Gradient — 200 feet per mle.
OTHER VERTEBRATES Wdth — Average 3-4 feet.
ETHER BRECREATIONAL USE Depth — Average in riffles, 3 inches; pools, 2-8 feet.
ACCESSIBILITY H H
OWNERSHIP F! ow — 1 cfs. at mouth decreasing to 1/2 cfs. at upper fish
POSTED OR OPEN limt.
IMPROVEMENTS . .
PAST STOCKING Velocity — Slow to rapid.
o N AGEMENT Bottom — Average: silt - 30-35% sand - 20% pea gravel -
KO M AP o MAPS 15-20% marble gravel -5-10% ping pong gravel - 5%
basebal | gravel - 10% internediate rubble - 10-15%

basketbal |l rubble - 0%
Spawni ng Areas — Average 50%
Pool s — 50% Average size: width - 4-8 ft. depth - 2-5 ft. length - 8-15 ft.
Shelter — Primarily fromfallen | ogs and | arge boul ders. Average 6 feet
shelter per 10 feet of stream
Barriers — 10 conplete log janms, 2 inconplete log janms and 2 bedrock falls
bl ocking fish travel.
Di ver si ons — None not ed.
Tenperatures — Maximumat a point 1.5 mles upstream from mouth on June 30,
1970 at 1230: Altitude - 325 ft. Wather - clear. Air - 70°F. Water - 58°F.
Food — Caddi sfly and nayfly nynphs, gnats.
Aquatic Plants — Moss and Al gae.
Wnter Conditions — Flow 4-6 feet above summrer |evel.
Pol l uti on — None not ed.
Springs — None not ed.




FI SHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS — St eel head Rai nbow Trout: Size - 1-2%in. 4-8
in. Abundance - 50/100 ft. in | ower section. 15/100 ft. in upper section.
OTHER VERTEBRATES - Frogs, water snakes.

FI SHI NG | NTENSI TY — Local residents claimthey do some fishing for rainbow
trout, but do

not fish during high flow.

OTHER RECREATI ONAL USES — Not known.

ACCESSI BI LITY — Accessible from1 of 3 posted gates on California

Highway 1 3 miles North of Jenner. Key nust be obtained fromJ. P.

Moore in Jenner or at the Richfield Station in Jenner. Any one of these

3 roads leads to the mouth of the West Branch.

OMERSH P — J. P. Moore: Hall.

POSTED OR OPEN - Post ed.

| MPROVEMENTS — Cl earance of 12 |log jans.

GENERAL ESTI MATE — The West Branch of Russian Gulch offers 1.5 mles of
good spawni ng and nursery grounds. The |arge anount of shelter and
frequency of pools make this a good stream for the production of

salmonids. Wth the removal of 12 log jans in this 1.5 mle section,

the productivity would be increased.

RECOMVENDED MANAGEMENT - Cl earance of 12 log jams, 10 of which are

conpl ete blocks to fish and 2 of which are inconplete, but potenti al

j amns.

SKETCH MAP — Attached.

REFERENCES AND MAPS — U.S.G S. 7 1/2 minute series (Arched Rock Quad.)
1943. Scale: 1 to 24, 000.
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LOG JAM DI MENSI ONS WEST BRANCH RUSSI AN GULCH

1- 10x20x7
2 - 10x20x5
3 - 85x25x8

4 - 10ft. bedrock falls & steep gradient (UFL).
5 - 8x22x5

6 - 8xl 8x5 (stunps).

7 - 60x30x8
8 - 20x15x7
9 - 20x30x9

10 - 40x35x13
11 - 25x35x7
12 - 100x25x20 (two conpl ete bl ocks).
13 - 45x25x10

14 - 30ft. bedrock falls (UFL).

* I nconplete, but potential jans.



